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“Lend ears” is a phrase often inserted in medieval texts. Reading was an activity almost always carried out aloud, a
kind of performance. Because few were literate. Because in the age of scrolls, before books, one had to commit to memory
what he read. (In scrolls, there were no page divisions, thus no table of content or index. It would have been difficult to find
specific information, or section, again.)

Today, we read in silence, detached from the world. What does it mean to learn, and to know, when search engines and
generative Al can answer any question in an instant? It is time for us to reevaluate why, how, and what we learn, and who
we communicate the knowledge with, and what we do with what we know. In this presentation, we will explore some of the
Ancient Greek philosophers, Medieval mnemonics, Bushido (the Way of the Samurai), and neuroscience to understand why
joy, memorization and musicality are essential to our learning, and to our humanity.
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“Dr. Pianist” Makiko Hirata, D.M.A

A pianist with ten released albums, Makiko Hirata is “Dr. Pianist” with a Doctor of Musical
Arts degree from Rice University, on a mission to promote the power of music to heal and unite
us. She collaborates with scientists to quantify the benefit of music and promotes the power of
music to enhance our individual and social well-being through speaking engagements, workshops,
and writing. She is a US-Japan Leadership Program Fellow, and a founding member of TEMPO:

Music for Climate Action. She was a recipient of Coeuraj’s 2022 “Global Courage Fellow” for

her leadership on trust and bridge building in an era of polarization.
Born in Japan, raised in Hong Kong and accepted into Juilliard’s PreCollege Division at 13,
Dr. Hirata pursues the ideal of music as a universal language as a part her global citizenship. Her

first international tour was in Bolivia at the age of 18, performing Rachmaninoff’s second concerto

with Orquesta Sinfonica Nacional de Bolivia. She has performed in some of the most prestigious
venues in the Americas and Eurasia including the Weill Recital Hall in Carnegie Hall, the Coolidge Auditorium at the Library of
Congress, Oji Hall in Tokyo, and Asia Society Texas Center and the Wortham Theater Center in Houston. She has collaborated with
world-renowned ensembles and artists, such as the River Oaks Chamber Orchestra, the Pecs Hungarian Symphony Orchestra, conductor
Leon Fleisher, and clarinetist David Krakauer. She has also played for the rescue workers in the aftermath of 9.11 and raised over
$20,000 through charity concerts after the 3.11 triple disasters in the Tohoku regions of Japan. She has taught at New York University,
Colburn Conservatory of Music, Rice University, and Lone Star College, and given master classes and lectures internationally. She is

an instructor for the Stanford Program on International and Cross-Cultural Education (SPICE), and a staff pianist at the Colburn

Conservatory of Music.

Dr. Hirata is a Shigeru Kawai Artist.

More on Dr. Hirata is at:
http://musicalmakiko.com/en/

https://www.youtube.com/c/MakikoHirata
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